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International recognition for long serving lions member  

R eceiving the Melvin Jones Fellowship 
Award was a moment Ken Perry of Aria 
prefers not to be singled out for.  A 
member of the Piopio Lions Club and 
committee member for too many other 
groups, Ken is a man who has 
contributed to his community for over 
ΩΫ ÙÅÁÒÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÓ ȰÉÔȭÓ ÊÕÓÔ 
ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÙÏÕ ÄÏȢȱ   ! ÈÕÍÂÌÅ 
response from a man and his family 
who keep giving and likes to 
ÄÅÆÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ ÈÅ ÉÓ ȰÊÕÓÔ 
one of many helpers who do their 
ÐÁÒÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȢȱ 

The Melvin Jones Fellowship 
Award was established in 1973 by 
Lions Club International 
Foundation to reward exemplary 
community services.  To honour 
Ken for his contribution, Club 
President Owen Harrison 
presented him with a lapel pin 
ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ,ÉÏÎȭÓ #ÌÕÂ ÍÏÓÔ 
prestigious international award, 

a wooden plaque inscribed with 
ȬÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÈÕÍÁÎÉÔÁÒÉÁÎ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȭȢ 

Quite fittingly, the Aria Cosmopolitan 
Club hosted a crowd of 110 local people 
including Waitomo Deputy Mayor Guy 
Whitaker, Piopio Volunteer Fire 
Brigade Chief Officer Darren Cathie and 
Piopio St John President Doug Oliver.  
Alongside this crowd stood Kens very 
supportive wife Val, who too also has 

backed Ken in his many projects, whilst 
serving St Johns as an officer for the 
past ten years. 

Local Lions Club Secretary Gavin Todd 
and his committee feel this award is 
quite fitting considering his 
contribution to the many committees 
he has been a part of. To name a few: 
Aria Cosmopolitan Club, BOT and 
Chairman Aria School, Aria Mokauiti 

Rugby Club, Aria Tennis Club,  
!ÒÉÁ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ ÁÎÄ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȭÓ ΧΦΦÔÈ 
Anniversary Committee, Piopio 
Young Farmers Club, Paearuhe 
Retirement Village Trust board, 
St Johns, Piopio Aria Golf Club, 
Piopio College BOT, Chairperson 
St Helens Domain and more.  

Ken is adamant he will continue 
as he has done, and like every 
other helper in this district he will 
carry on and help where it is 
needed most. 

The Waitomo District Council is calling for 
nominations for Lifetime Achievement and 
Citizen of the Year Awards.   
 

Lifetime Achievement Award  
2ÅÃÉÐÉÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ȱ,ÉÆÅÔÉÍÅ !ÃÈÉÅÖÅÍÅÎÔ !×ÁÒÄȱ 

will have demonstrated outstanding community 
spirit, over a number of years. Through their 

involvement in community projects, organisations 
and initiatives, these people have made a 

significant contribution to the district. 

 

Citizen of the Year Award  
2ÅÃÉÐÉÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ȱ#ÉÔÉÚÅÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 9ÅÁÒ !×ÁÒÄȱ ×ÉÌÌ 

have over the past twelve months, consistently 
gone over and above the call of duty. This person 

has demonstrated outstanding 

community spirit by being involved 
in projects and initiatives that 
result in positive outcomes for the 

district. 

 
If you know of someone 
whom has committed to their 
group or community and 
deserves public 
acknowledgment, please 
contact Donna MacDonald at 
the Waitomo District Council. 

 
In this issue;  

¶ BEEF PRICES ON THE INCREASE  

¶ ANZAC COMMEMORATIONS  

¶ NEW ZEALAND£S FIRST SCHOOL 
BUS TO BE RESTORED  

¶ ST JOHNS AWARDS  

¶ SCHOOLS LEARNING OUTSIDE THE 
CLASSROOM  

¶ KINC GOUNTRY BMX CHAMPS  

¶ RURAL ART  

Ken Perry receiving Melvin Jones Fellowship award with the support of his wife val.  
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Welcome to Harvey World Travel           
Te Kuiti Travel Talk. 
)ÔȭÓ ÂÅÅÎ Á ÍÏÎÔÈ ÓÉÎÃÅ ) ×ÁÓ ÉÎ 
SanFrancisco and I had an amazing 
time!  Whenever I return from overseas 
ÍÙ ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ 
what were the people like?  Those 
Americans, they are so friendly, funny, 
bold - good people.   
San Francisco is a very beautiful city.  
There are the must see icons like 
Alcatraz Prison, Lombard Street and 
the Golden Gate Bridge, but also the 
unexpected, that really turn your 
holiday into an experience -   Capellino 
pomodoro at the sidewalk café Caffe 
De Lucchi, Lime Quay Pie at the 
Handlery, dancing at the Starlight 
Lounge with to die for views over the 
city, Cannery Row in Monteray which 
honours one of my favourite authors, 
John Steinbeck, and walking around 
Pebble Beach Golf Course.  These are 
just a few of the experiences that I will 
remember as vividly as the famous 
icons.  And that is what makes a 
holiday, visiting the icons but also those 
personal little nuggets of discovery that 
enriches your life long after the journey 
ÉÓ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅȢ  3Ï ÉÆ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ 
visiting San Fran, pop in and see me, I 
can share more of my trip with you and 
point you in the right direction. 

Piopio Retirement Village  

Em: Tekuiti @harveyworld.co.nz   
ph: 07 878 8184  Hall Hireage  

¶ Bond 150.00 
¶ Audio Equipment Bond 50.00 
¶ Hire (Daily Hire-age) 185.00 
¶ Rental per hour (max 4 hours) 

18.00 
¶ Audio Equipment - Hire Fee 50.00 
The above are all to be booked and 
paid for through the Waitomo 
District Council. 
 
The below is to be booked and paid 
for through the Hall Committee.  

crockery hire:  
¶ Table               $10 per table 
¶ Chairs              $2   per chair 
¶ Wine flutes/glasses  50c  per glass 
¶ Tumblers             50c  per glass 
¶ Place settings    $2   per setting 

We have a 
few 
things on 
the go at 
the 

moment ɀ   
 the 

first being that we are about to 
purchase a whole new set of 
cutlery, crockery and glassware.  A 
new shelving unit to house all hired 
out items will also be built. As the 
hall is being used a bit more these 
days and we are constantly hiring 
out bits and pieces, so we have 
decided to now keep them separate 
and to have the crockery and 
cutlery that has served us well over 
the years for the use of anyone 
hiring the hall at no charge. 

Ȱ3ÔÁÒÓ ÉÎ 9ÏÕÒ %ÙÅÓȱ ÉÓ ÊÕÓÔ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ 
the corner.  We have a few acts that 
have put their names forward, 
however would like to see some 
different groups join in the action.  
We challenge Playcentre, teachers, 
the Squash Club, shearers and the 
Lions or anyone or group who is 
keen for some guaranteed fun to 
enter.  Tickets will be on sale 1 May 
and no there will not be any 
international Rugby matches on in 
Hamilton this time! 

Set aside the 1 August for a musical 
put on by an operatic group from 
New Plymouth.  Viewers who have 
seen the show give great ratings; in 
fact so good you need a dance floor 
apparently! We will have more 
information in the next edition. 

The old library next to the hall or 
the twine theatre group storage 
building some may recall, has 
recently allowed us to take over the 
running of this building and the 
contents within.  The thought is to 
set up a costume hire store; 
proceeds from the hireage would 
be used to restore the building. 
Watch this space, once we have 
sorted through everything, we will 
be all go.  

 Vikki Watson  

Unit available for rent  

A tidy one bedroom unit in Paearuhe 
Village will be available to rent in early 
February. Preference will be given to 
people over 60 years old either presently 
living, or who have lived in our district, or 
who have family here. 

Enquiries are also welcome from people 
×ÈÏ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÉÍÍÅÄÉÁÔÅÌÙ ÑÕÁÌÉÆÙȢ )Î ÔÈÅ 
situation if the unit remains vacant people 
under 60 may be considered on a short 
term basis. 

Please contact either Noel Verry 
(President) ɀ Ph. 07 877 8582 or Jenny 
Brodie (Secretary) ɀ Ph. 07 877 8033. We 
welcome all enquiries. 

¶ The roll is now over 200; the 
highest in three years 

¶ Y7 & Y8 National Standard 
results for Literacy Writing 2014 
have moved up by 32% 

¶ 95% of our students left with 
either L2 or L3 NCEA in 2014 

¶ Ben Stilborn has broken five 
school records at swimming 
sports 2015 

¶ Demante Murray, has been 
chosen to represent NZ U15 
Mixed Touch team 

¶ Well done to Stormy & Clay 
Harris on your equestrian 
achievements 

¶ ERO has complimented our 
school, its leadership and 
directions it is taking, we are 
now back on a normal three 
year cycle. 

¶ This was the best swimming 
ǎǇƻǊǘǎ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ ƛƴ Ƴȅ 
career; Student behaviour was 
exemplary  

Exerted from 
newsletter: Julie Radice -  
Principal  

Piopio memorial hall  

Piopio college highlights  
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Well the big dry appears to be over, 
and the land is greening up. We'd still 
like to see some more gentle rain 
before things cool down to much but 
at least some of the pressure is off. 

Congratulations to all our clients who 
have received great prices at sales 
this year. We thought the 15 month 
cattle were selling well, and then 
along came the weaner fairs. It is 
great to see breeders getting the 

reward for sticking with breeding 
cows for a change and if the shortage 
of beef cattle continues, maybe 
others will consider calving beef cows 
in the future.  

As more than one stock agent has 
commented, if it has Simmental in it, 
it's an automatic premium, especially 
if it's quiet. Here at Potawa 
Simmentals we pride ourselves on 
the quiet temperament of our cattle 

and have 
been early 
adopters of 
the docility 
trial.  
Introduced by the       
NZ Simmental Society, the trial aims 
at weeding out those poor 
temperament cattle which should not 
be bred from (male or female).  

We pride ourselves on the quiet 
temperament of our stock and we 
offer a refund or replacement 
guarantee if any concerns arise. 

 

 

0ÕÂÌÉÃ ÃÏÎÓÕÌÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌȭÓ ΧΦ ÙÅÁÒ ,ÏÎÇ 
Term Plan 2015-2025 begins on 1 April and runs 
through to 1 May. 

The important document that supports the proposed 
Long Term Plan is the Consultation Document (only 
28 pages), which will be available at Cloverleaf Dairy 
ÁÎÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ ×××Ȣ×ÁÉÔÏÍÏȢÇÏÖÔȢÎÚȢ 

As mentioned in the Feb/Mar Birdtalk, make sure you 
get a copy of this document and take the time to read 
it. Your ideas and feedback are important in aiding us 
to make the important decisions that will guide our 
community into the future. 

We will be holding a Residents and Ratepayers 
meeting at the Piopio Memorial Hall on              
4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙ ΨΩ !ÐÒÉÌ ÁÔ έȢΦΦÐÍȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÁÔ 
ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÅÓÉÔÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÍÅ ÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÆÏÌÌÏ× ÔÈÅ 
directions in the back of the Consultation Document 
on ways to provide your feedback. 

The proposal we have put together suggests that by 
2025 our district will be in a much sounder position 
than it has been in for a long time.  So please take the 
time to get a copy of the document, read it and pass 
on to us any feedback you may have. 

Phil Brodie  WDC Councillor 

Ph 8778033                                                                                       
Email  brodieauahi@xtra.co.nz   

 

farming  

Potawa bull sale  

Tuesday 26th May 

Andrew on (07) 877 8009 or your 
stock agent to view a catalogue. 

 

WDC£S 10 YEAR LONG TERM  

Beef prices on the increase and Simmental docility trial        
guaranteed  


