
TAINUI TRADING POST 
DECEMBER 2016 

AWAKINO CHRISTIAN CHURCH MEETINGS 
Every 2nd and 4th Sunday 

Awakino Hall, 2.00pm 

 

LADIES BIBLE STUDY 

Every 1st and 3rd Friday, 

328 Mohakatino Rd, 2.00pm 

ENQUIRIES PHONE 06 7529124 

 

All copy for the Tainui Trading Post due by 20th of the month. 

E-mail: tainuitradingpost@gmail.com - or post to Tainui Trading Post, PO Box 9, Mokau 4350 

 

 

 

NURSE’S NOTICE 
 

For Emergencies DIAL 111 

If you need a response today   

PH 0800 735 466 & Ambulance Control in New Plymouth  

will contact  either Taranaki Base Hospital  

Emergency Department or New Plymouth District Nursing. 

Otherwise leave a message on (06) 752 9723.  

This phone will be cleared daily. 

CLINIC HOURS 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 9.00am - 11.00am.  

I will be in the area all day Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 

 Ring early & leave a message & I will contact with you. 

Services available include:  * Blood pressure monitoring 

* Blood sugar monitoring (diabetes check)  * Wound care 

(dressings) *  Immunisations *  Cervical screening (by appointment) 

* Lifestyle and health education * Pregnancy tests 

* Home visits by appointment. 
 

PATSY BODGER, MOKAU DISTRICT NURSE 

Merry Christmas to all 
and happy holidays! 

ST PETER’S BY THE SEA 
“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the 

government shall be upon his shoulder; and his name shall be 

called Wonderful, Councillor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting 

Father, the Prince of Peace. ”  

Isaiah 9:6 

 

December 4th Family Communion 2pm Rev Singh 

December 24th  Carol Service 7pm Rev Pere Pou 

 

A special welcome to everybody to join us for Christmas Carols 

and Christmas Cake on Christmas Eve. Happy Christmas to all 

and happy holidays! 

 

Enquiries to D Lowry 752 9123 

 

Please note that the usual 3rd Sunday service is replaced by the 

special carol service on Christmas Eve. 

 OUR LADY OF THE WAYSIDE  

CATHOLIC CHURCH MASS 

Saturday 10th December at 5 p.m. 

 
PROGRESS TRANSPORT LIMITED 

PH (07) 877 8058   FAX (07) 877 8061  

WHITEBAIT INN 
57 North Street, Mokau 

 

Summer hours—Late night Friday 

Dine-In till 7pm takeaways till 7.30pm  
 

REGULAR OPENING HOURS 

7am – 6.30pm Monday to Saturday 

8am - 6.30pm Sunday 
 

COMMUNITY LIBRARIES 
 

Awakino Library Contact JENNY LEWIS: PH 7529 838 

Mokau Library Contact  ALLISON HAMILTON: PH 7529 855 

RIVER RUN CAFÉ 

for a great whitebait experience! 
 

 

State Highway 3, Mokau, Taranaki 

ph 06 7529 9859 

Opening hours 7.00 am to 7.00 pm 

  EGGS FOR SALE 
Duck eggs $5.00 per dozen 

Chook & bantam eggs (mixed) $4.00 per dozen 

Ph (06) 7529030 

  G&D DISTRIBUTORS LTD 
Trading as; Taranaki Free Range Duck Eggs 

Selling Ducks, Duck Eggs and Shavings.  

Shavings ideal for calving, pet bedding, chooks, ducks, rabbits. 

100kg bales available for $65.00 or smaller bags 20kg for $15.00. 

Phone Dawn 06-752-6844 

  G&D DISTRIBUTORS LTD 
Trading as; Taranaki Stonemason 

Selling schist stone, 30 years experience laying schist pavers, 

pillars, BBQs, fireplaces, raised garden beds. 

For a free quote or schist stone phone Glen or Dawn 06-752-6844 

  DOLLYVIEW GARDEN 
CLOSING DOWN SALE 

Dolls-Prams-Cots-Crafts-Display shelving 

4 Point Road, Mokau 

06 7529773 

(down by the river mouth) 

AHITITI SCHOOL QUIZ NIGHT 

Thursday 29th December  

Commencing 7.00pm 

Tongaporutu Hall 

Teams of 6 - $10 per person 

For an extra $10 per team—buy a Joker and double your 

points 

Raffle, spot prizes etc 

Come and enjoy the fun 

Food & nibbles throughout the evening 

BYO 

Registrations prior to evening. with team name, would be 

appreciated to 

ahititioffice@gmail.com  

Or phone 06 752 5872 

  TAINUI ST JOHN 

Our service urgently requires VOLUNTEERS  

 to help with the operation of 
OUR AMBULANCE SERVICE. 

        CONTACT LYNETTE ADAMS (07) 877 8877 

e-mail:lynadams@clear.net.nz 

  ERIC CRYER (06) 752 5821 

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 

“It’s not what is under the Christmas tree that 

matters… it’s who is around it!” 



  AWAKINO BOWLING CLUB NEWSLETTER 

It is time for summer sport to start again. 

Twilight bowls has started—Wednesday night at 5pm 

Come along and have a go. 

Cost is $2 per night. 

 

Just a little bit of news: 

We are hoping to celebrate our 90 year jubilee next 

bowling season 2017/18.  

If any of you out there have played bowls for this club, 

please let Gail know so we can start organising this 

celebration now. 

 

Gail O’Keeffe phone: 06 752 9014 

  AWAKINO BOWLING CLUB 

 

Over 60s Xmas dinner 

Saturday 10th December 

6.00pm at the club rooms 

$25 per head 

R.S.V.P. to Gail O’Keeffe 

752 9014 

By 5th December 

TAINUI PLAYGROUP 
Plenty of interacting through creative, outdoor and 

structured activities for your children. 

Lots of fun and great for the development and social skills 

of your child. 

Bring morning tea for your child. 

Everyone welcome. 

 

Where: Tainui Street, Mokau 

When: Wednesday, 9am till noon 

 

Cost: $3 session, $20 term. $30 family. Under 1 free 

Liz Ansell 7529 795      Christy Lowry 7529 132 

   

 

 

 

Cory Desmond Manson 

 

4 June 1978 - 29 October 2016 

 

__________________________________ 

 

Jenny and Peter Manson are holding a fundraiser 

to say thank you for the care Hospice provided to 

Cory. 

 

Sausage sizzle 

Mitre 10 New Plymouth 

3rd December 2016 

 

Raffle - Box of chickens 

$2.00 per ticket 

5 draws 

Drawn under police supervision 

Tickets can be purchased through Mokau School 

or at the sausage sizzle 

 

Proceeds to Taranaki Hospice 

 

 

 

 

URENUI WOOLS 

Wanted 

Wool, Dags, Oddments, Shed cleanouts. 

In shed payments 

 

BARRY DUNCAN 

0272759969 A/H 067523737 

School Pool Keys now available! 

 

 

 

 

 
Collect from Mokau School 

$60.00 for the Summer season 

$10.00 refund on return of key. 

Day keys will be available from Whitebait Inn $5.00 





M O K A U   M O T E L 
 

 Luxury Apartments 
Spa ensuite 

Family Studios 
Panoramic Views 

 

LAUREL & MURRAY REED 

 

Phone 06 752 9725  
email: laurel.murray@xtra.co.nz 

 

Coast Road, North Taranaki  P.O.Box 38, Mokau 

 

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 
 

For Rental 
Mokau Beach Bach:- Sleeps eight; five minutes 

walk to the sea and the river. Off street parking with 
parking for the boat. Porta Cot and Highchair available 

 

Contact GRAEME OR CHERYL 06 7539922 

 

MOKAU HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 
 

Tasman Sunset Studio * Room with a View 
Mount Egmont/Taranaki and the Tasman Sea. 

Set in peaceful surroundings. 

 

MARIE & JOHN CASFORD 
 

 PO BOX 58 MOKAU 
PHONE/FAX: (06) 752 9115 

 

 

 

 

When  PUSH  comes to  S H O V E 

Make  the  earth                 for  you 

 

KOMATSU  D41 BULLDOZER 

Also casual Mustering and Farm Minding 

 
PH: JOHN CASFORD 06 529115 

CASUAL STOCKWORK 

Also casual Mustering and Farm Minding. 
JOHN & MARIE CASFORD  PH/FAX: (06) 752 9115 

MAIN ROAD AWAKINO  

06 752 9885 
  HOURS:   6.30AM   TO  9PM  MON-SAT 

                   8. 00AM TO  9PM  SUNDAY 

We have a large grocery range available for sale as well as 

fishing gear, car accessories, hardware and much 

more.  Automotive and motorcycle servicing and 

repairs.  Competitive tyre prices.  Exchange gas bottles and hire 

equipment available 
 

 

GEORGE & MARIE HONNOR 

We have builders mix and cement for those odd concreting  

jobs around the home and lime to sweeten the garden  

@ $10.00 a 20 kg bag. 

George & Marie Honnor 

At the old Mokau Dairy Factory 
PH: (06) 752 9806 

 



WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE MUSEUM? 
  

Firstly, a warm welcome to our two new volunteers 

Jan Crofskey from Tongaporutu and Heidi Preston 

from Mokau.  Now that the whitebait season is 

coming to an end, we are hoping for more volunteers 

to help man the museum which is open seven days, 

10am – 4pm.  Please consider joining the team – you 

don’t need any prior museum experience and it’s only 

half a day’s duty for 3 hours. 
 

After reading last month’s Tainui Trader article about 

‘The Kingfisher’ several people have expressed an 

interest in lending a hand with the project of housing 

this historic boat.  Urenui and Districts Lions Club 

have also pledged their support.  We will keep you 

informed about progress. 
 

Our most exciting innovation this month is the 

installation of five interactive kiosks.  At the push of 

a button, visitors can now see footage taken from the 

‘Heritage Rescue’ TV programme which explains the 

scrimshaw bullock horns, the bone heru (Maori 

comb) found by Steve McKenzie, the two Wetere 

taiaha, the cannonball fired from ‘The Sturt’ and the 

colourful Carruthers story.  For this wonderful 

addition to our museum, we acknowledge the 

thousands of dollars worth of donated parts, services 

and countless hours put in by Barrie Carruthers and 

his team.  Barrie you are an absolute legend.  We 

thank you again, along with Frank Hagenson, Gowrie 

Carruthers, Peter Carruthers, Peter Chapman and 

Chubb NZ.  You have added something of immense 

value to the museum experience and brought an 

educational element to what we have to offer the 

public.   
 

We hope you all come to the museum to see not only 

the new interactive kiosks, but also the latest 

exhibition in the art gallery.  Replacing the wonderful 

Waitomo Caves in 1924, is a solo show by Kiwi 

landscape photographer Harley Betts, a bachowner at 

Tongaporutu.  Harley was raised on a farm in South 

Taranaki where he began his love affair with coastal 

landscapes.  Hundreds of photographic journeys 

around Aotearoa New Zealand have produced this 

outstanding collection which includes several 

stunning shots taken within the Tainui region.  The 

Three Sisters at Tongaporutu is worth coming to see.   
 

Do you need ideas for a unique Christmas present for 

that special someone?  Pop in to the museum and you 

can choose from Harley’s framed photographs (also 

available as unframed prints) or the selection of craft 

made by our very talented craft collective. 
 

Any queries about the museum and art gallery, phone 

our secretary Jan Brown on 7525 995 or for the craft 

collective, Heidi Preston on 7529 780. 

TAINUI HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

MOUNT MESSENGER TUNNEL  

(by Rhonda Bartle) 

It’s interesting that so little data is available on a tunnel that 

must be driven through on the main highway north, going to 

or from New Plymouth. 

 

Mount Messenger was named after Captain Messenger, who 

was in charge of the survey party that put the first track over 

the mountain.  

 

The issue of maintenance to the existing Main North Road was 

hotly debated for many years, culminating in a decision made 

in 1890 to release the Clifton County of its responsibility to 

keep it in good order.  
 

In response, the Government ordered the Council to take 

responsibility, saying the Pukearuhe, Tongaporutu, Makahu 

roads maintenance was their problem. The road fell further 

into disrepair, drawing many letters of complaint from 

unhappy travellers. 

 

Often described as a ‘bog-hole’, not only the road but the state 

of the Te Horo Tunnel caused dismay. It was declared that 

Government should do all it could to put a road through. 

It was proposed that new settlers, as a condition to acquiring 

land, be asked to provide road-making labour when necessary. 

 

Around 1890, the Government bought land north of 

Pukearuhe, opened it up for settlement and made a new, 

improved road, over Mount Messenger. In 1896, a road was 

pushed over the Mount Messenger Range. Soon, settlers 

lobbied for a bridge across the Tongaporutu River. A bridge 

was built in 1901, but the condition of the Mount Messenger 

Road fluctuated until more substantial sandstone retaining 

work was done. 

 

A stormy season in 1915 saw it closed for a time. A tunnel to 

relieve some of the problems was planned. By 1916, a single-

laned tunnel had been dug on a tight right-hand bend on the 

northern side. It stood in its original form until 1990, when it 

was widened to two lanes and heightened to allow oversized 

trucks safe passage through. 

 

The twisting, winding road over Mount Messenger has been 

fully metalled since 1923. Today, it is no longer a dangerous, 

slow climb, though tourists often complain of having to 

negotiate its bends. To those from Taranaki, coming from the 

North, it is simply the way home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

^ pre 1990 

 

            

                 

                              Present day > 



 
 

 
 

Dog Control – owner responsibilities 

All dogs in the Waitomo District should be registered with WDC. We ask owners to notify us if your 

details change, for example if the dog has died or has been transferred to a new owner. Registration 

and micro-chipping are important because it means your dog’s details are on record in the Council’s 

animal control system. Microchipping is very successful in reuniting lost or stolen dogs with their 

owners. The microchip provides a secure, life-long unique identification number for your dog, which is 

recorded on both WDC’s records and the National Dog Database. We provide a microchipping clinic 

every Friday from 2.30pm to 3.30pm. The cost is $20.00 per dog. Please contact our Customer 

Services Team on 07-878-0800 to book an appointment. 

 

A friendly reminder that dogs are prohibited from a defined area on the Mokau river esplanade from 1 

December to 31 March. A map outlining the prohibited area can be viewed on page 13 of the Dog 

Control Bylaw. 

Owners can walk their dogs off-leash on other beach areas in Mokau provided they are kept under 

the control of their owner at all times. 

 

Restricted Fire Season is coming 

Council’s Restricted Fire Season will commence in January 2017 (or earlier if dry weather conditions 

develop). This information will be communicated through our various channels.  Anyone lighting an 

open air fire will need to obtain a Fire Permit from Council.  There is no cost to obtain a permit.  

 

Water Conservation is key 

We encourage Mokau residents to conserve water. Summer's rising temperatures often coincide with 

rising outdoor water use.  

Sweep driveways, sidewalks, and steps rather than hosing them off. 

Raise your lawn mower blade. Longer grass promotes deeper root growth. 

Check your garden hose regularly for leaks. Store it on a reel to prevent kinking and damage. 

If you water the garden, do it in the evening or in the early morning to reduce evaporation. 

 

Rubbish and Recycling services 

WDC blue rubbish bags can be purchased from the Mokau Museum, Whitebait Inn, and the Junction 

Service Station in Awakino. One blue bag can be used to dispose of around one week’s worth of 

residential rubbish. We provide a weekly kerbside collection service. Place your blue rubbish bag and 

green bin on the kerbside outside your bach/property in Mokau & Awakino by 8am on Tuesdays. 

Please do not leave rubbish bags on the side of the road outside of collection day - it attracts dogs 

and creates an unsightly mess. Recycle plastic (types 1 & 2 only), glass (clear, green, brown), paper/

cardboard, tin and aluminium cans.  You can also dispose of household rubbish and recycling at the 

Awakino Transfer Station located on Manganui Road open 9am - 1pm Monday and Wednesday, 8am - 

12 noon Saturday and 1pm - 5pm on Sunday.  

 

We provide a Public Recycling Station in Mokau Village (next to toilets) to encourage the public to 

recycle small volumes of plastic, glass, tin cans and paper. Please no light bulbs, glass plates/bowls, 

window glass or broken glass in the public recycling bin. DO NOT PUT bagged rubbish into/ or 

next to the public litter or recycling bins - it is an offence and may incur substantial fines.  

 

For all after hours service requests and complaints please contact WDC on 0800 932 4357. 

Our call centre operates 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

 

We wish all Mokau and Awakino residents a safe and happy Christmas and New Year. WDC Service 

information will be made available on our website www.waitomo.govt.nz, facebook.com/

waitomodistrict and published in the Waitomo News. 

http://www.waitomo.govt.nz


Date Day Sailing High Size Low size 

1 Th   11.40am 3.4 6.pm 0.6 

2 Fr 11am 12.15pm 3.3 6.30pm 0.7 

3 Sa 1pm 12.50pm 3.3 6.50am 0.6 

4 Su 1pm 1.30pm 3.2 7.25am 0.7 

5 Mo 1pm 2.15pm 3.1 8.05am 0.8 

6 Tu   3.05pm 3.1 8.55am 0.9 

7 We   4.05pm 3.0 9.50am 1.0 

8 Th   5.10pm 3.0 10.55am 1.0 

9 Fr 10am 6.15pm 3.1 12.pm 0.9 

10 Sa 10am 6.55am 3.1 1.10pm 0.8 

11 Su 10am 8.am 3.2 2.10pm 0.6 

12 Mo 10am 8.55am 3.4 3.10pm 0.4 

13 Tu   9.50am 3.6 4.pm 0.3 

14 We   1040am 3.8 4.55pm 0.2 

15 Th   11.30am 3.8 5.45pm 0.2 

16 Fr 1pm 12.15pm 3.8 6.30pm 0.2 

17 Sa 1pm 1.05pm 3.6 6.50am 0.3 

18 Su 1pm 1.50pm 3.5 7.40am 0.4 

19 Mo 1pm 2.40pm 3.3 8.30am 0.6 

20 Tu   3.35pm 3.1 9.20am 0.8 

21 We   4.30pm 2.9 10.10am 1.0 

22 Th   5.30am 2.8 11.12am 1.1 

23 Fr 1pm 6.30pm 2.8 12.20pm 1.2 

24 Sa 10am 7.05am 2.8 1.20pm 1.1 

25 Su 10am 8.am 2.9 2.15pm 1.1 

26 Mo 10am 8.50am 3.0 3.05pm 0.9 

27 Tu   9.35am 3.1 3.45pm 0.8 

28 We   10.15am 3.2 4.25pm 0.7 

29 Th   10.50am 3.3 5.pm 0.7 

30 Fr 11am 11.25am 3.4 5.40pm 0.6 

31 Sa 11am 12pm 3.4 6.15pm 0.6 

MOKAU RIVER TOURS DVD - $5 

15 minute snapshot of the Mokau River 

Ian Whittaker gives a commentary of the River past 

and present 

  

Phone: 06 752 9036 or 0800 66 52 82 

DOCTOR VISITS IN MOKAU 

 

The Waitara Health Centre holds monthly Doctor Clinics at 

 ST JOHN STATION, MOKAU 

 

PLEASE NOTE: There will be no clinic in December due to 

under utilization of the service. 

 

Dr Chris Morrison will be in attendance. 

For Appointments please 

Phone Waitara Health Centre 

06 754 8119 

Please state that you would like an appointment at Mokau. 

For Registered patients of Waitara Health Centre 

Sorry NO EFTPOS 

 MOKAU RIVER TOURS 

SAILING DECEMBER 2016 

PHONE 067529036 

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN 

PETER MCNEICE 

For any general electrical wiring & repairs 

Mileage from Mokau only 
PHONE 06 769 9596 

MOBILE 0274 456456 

e-mail: marg_peter@slingshot.co.nz 

 

 
From Your Councillor 

 

Another year has raced by and it’s almost time for 

our annual Ratepayers Meeting. I have booked the 

Mokau Hall for Saturday 1.00pm, January 7, so hope 

you can find time to come along. 

 

I know most of you groan under the rate burden you 

bear and rubbish disposal and waste management 

plays a part in that. I recently became aware that 

Council is responsible five old rubbish dump sites, 

with one on Te Mahoe Road. Consent conditions 

impose on us a responsibility for monitoring and 

maintaining those sites, forever, and each site is 

currently costing $20,000 per year. 

 

Hopefully the Mokau Water system is functioning 

again properly after the recent interruptions. We’ve 

taken the opportunity to remove the pump station and 

decommission the wooden reservoir, which was due 

for expensive maintenance, and have increased 

reservoir capacity above the treatment plant so we 

can now gravity feed to all connections. The pump 

station was previously required to service about five 

higher elevation properties. 

Hope you all have a good Christmas and New Year, 

and I’ll see as many of you as possible at the Hall on 

Saturday 7th January. 

 

Phil Brodie 

Rural Ward Councillor 

Waitomo District Council 

 

Ph; 07 8778033 

Email; brodieauahi@xtra.co.nz 



 

 

 

 

 
 

YOUR LOCAL MAF APPROVED  

HOME KILL SERVICE 

BEEF SLAUGHTER:              Steak cuts. Mince-. Roasts 

           Corned meat. Sausages. 

PIG SLAUGHTER:          Processed ham Pickled pork.  

             Bacon. Ham on bone. Meat cuts. 

MUTTON SLAUGHTER:       Free flow frozen Chops 

            Roasts. Stews.   

VENISON, BEEF, PORK        Sausages—Saveloys—Luncheon 

OR MUTTON:                          or Mince patties 

We can supply half sides of beef,  

Whole hogget or pork at ex works prices 

Graham & Gloria Putt Ph: (06) 752 9844 

EARTHMOVING AND 

CARTAGE 

CHRIS WISE 

 

CONTRACTING LTD 

 

“Your first choice for rural contracting services” 
14 Tonne Digger:    Transporter. 
Six wheeler tip truck & trailer.  

Rubble* builders mix* drainage stone* landscaping stone* 
limestone chip* topsoil* compost and rocks* 

Metal sales over 4m3 can be delivered or buy from our yard. 
PHONE/FAX: (06)7529710. EMAIL: 

 

wise5@clear.net.nz 

 

TREVOR WALSHAW 
 

BUILDING REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE 

FOR SMALL BUILDING REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE 

 

REPLACE BROKEN WINDOWS & GLASS 

DOOR LOCKS, RANCHSLIDER WHEELS & LOCKS 

WILL TRY FIXING MOST THINGS. 

PH/FAX (06)7529813 

P & J MANSON CONSTRUCTION 

 

FOR ALL YOUR GENERAL CONSTRUCTION AND BUILDING 

NEEDS IN THE TAINUI AREA 

EXTENSIONS, ALTERATIONS, DECKS, FENCES, 

   RETAINING WALLS REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE 

Licensed Building Practitioner 

           No job too big or too small 
        PETER & JENNY MANSON  PH 06 752 9045 

 

 

 

 

 

Heidi's Mobile Hairdressing 

LOOK @ ME 

LOOK @ ME 
LOOK @ ME 

Appointments to suit you 

Stockist of professional Hair Products 
:Macadamia Range 

:Affinage…:Tigi….Bed Head…. 
For all your styling needs 

Fully mobile unit inc back basin CUTS 

COLORS 
CURLS 

06-7529-780 

LeReve Aromatherapy and Fragrance 
 

Introducing 100% pure essential oils 
Ready To Enjoy range of Roll Ons, Body and Bath Oils for 
all the family..inc pets 

100% Natural Soy Wellness and Fragrant Candles 
Exquisite Parfum, Body Lotions, Body Mists 
Mens Fragrance and After Shave Balms 
 
These beautiful high quality products are the perfect gift 
 

Contact Heidi for your private consultation 

Or book a fun Rendezvous to receive bonus gifts and 
discounts 
Do your Xmas shopping from the comfort of your own 
home invite friends, family, workmates and neighbours 
 
Phone Heidi… 067529780 
            Txt… 0276791931 

        Email... h.presto13@gmail.com and Facebook 

mailto:h.presto13@gmail.com

