
TAINUI TRADING POST 
SEPTEMBER 2017 

AWAKINO CHRISTIAN CHURCH MEETINGS 
Every 2nd and 4th Sunday 

Awakino Hall, 2.00pm 

 

LADIES BIBLE STUDY 

Every 1st and 3rd Friday, 

328 Mohakatino Rd, 2.00pm 

ENQUIRIES PHONE 06 7529124 

 

All copy for the Tainui Trading Post due by 20th of the month. 

E-mail: tainuitradingpost@gmail.com - or post to Tainui Trading Post, PO Box 9, Mokau 4350 

NURSE’S NOTICE 
 

For Emergencies DIAL 111 

If you need a response today   

PH 0800 735 466 & Ambulance Control in New Plymouth  

will contact  either Taranaki Base Hospital  

Emergency Department or New Plymouth District Nursing. 

Otherwise leave a message on (06) 752 9723.  

This phone will be cleared daily. 

CLINIC HOURS 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 9.00am - 11.00am.  

I will be in the area all day Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 

 Ring early & leave a message & I will contact with you. 

Services available include:  * Blood pressure monitoring 

* Blood sugar monitoring (diabetes check)  * Wound care 

(dressings) *  Immunisations *  Cervical screening (by appointment) 

* Lifestyle and health education * Pregnancy tests 

* Home visits by appointment. 
 

PATSY BODGER, MOKAU DISTRICT NURSE 

Whitebaiting season is 
upon us! 

ST PETER’S BY THE SEA 
 

“Jesus taught them to pray like this: 

Give us this day the food we need, and forgive our sins, as we 

forgive everyone who has done wrong to us.”  Luke ii: 3-4 

 

September 3rd Family Communion 2pm Rev Singh 

September 17th Family Service 2pm Paster Tutty 

 

All welcome to the services and afternoon tea to follow 

Enquiries to D Lowry 752 9123 

 OUR LADY OF THE WAYSIDE  

CATHOLIC CHURCH MASS 

Saturday 9th September at 5 p.m. 

 

 

 

WHITEBAIT INN 
57 North Street, Mokau 

 

REGULAR OPENING HOURS 

7am – 6.30pm Monday to Saturday 

8am - 6.30pm Sunday 

 PH: (06) 7529 713 

COMMUNITY LIBRARIES 
 

Awakino Library Contact JENNY LEWIS: PH 7529 838 

Mokau Library Contact  ALLISON HAMILTON: PH 7529 855 

RIVER RUN CAFÉ 

for a great whitebait experience! 
 

 

State Highway 3, Mokau, Taranaki 

ph 06 7529 9859 

Opening hours 7.00 am to 7.00 pm 

  EGGS FOR SALE 
Duck eggs $5.00 per dozen 

Chook & bantam eggs (mixed) $4.00 per dozen 

Ph (06) 7529030 

  G&D DISTRIBUTORS LTD 
 

Trading as; Taranaki Free Range Duck Eggs 

Selling Ducks, Duck Eggs and Shavings.  

Shavings ideal for calving, pet bedding, chooks, ducks, rabbits. 

100kg bales available for $65.00 or smaller bags 20kg for $15.00. 

Phone Dawn 06-752-6844 

  G&D DISTRIBUTORS LTD 
 

Trading as; Taranaki Stonemason 

Selling schist stone, 30 years experience laying schist pavers, 

pillars, BBQs, fireplaces, raised garden beds. 

For a free quote or schist stone phone Glen or Dawn 06-752-6844 

  TAINUI ST JOHN 

Our service urgently requires VOLUNTEERS  

 to help with the operation of 
OUR AMBULANCE SERVICE. 

        CONTACT LYNETTE ADAMS (07) 877 8877 

e-mail:lynadams@clear.net.nz 

  ERIC CRYER (06) 752 5821 

 PROGRESS TRANSPORT LIMITED 

PH (07) 877 8058   FAX (07) 877 8061  

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 

“When a woman says “WHAT?” It’s not 

because she hasn’t heard you. She’s giving you 

a chance to change what you said!” 

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN 

PETER MCNEICE 

For any general electrical wiring & repairs 

Mileage from Mokau only 
PHONE 06 769 9596 

MOBILE 0274 456456 

e-mail: marg_peter@slingshot.co.nz 

  House for rent Mokau 
3 bedrooms 

Garage 

Dishwasher 

For more information please contact 

Maree Jones 752 9765 

Mark Smyth 752 9015 

  Tainui Rugby Football Club 

 

CHANGE OF DATE 

North vs South game will now be Saturday 23rd September. 

All other games remain the same. 



M O K A U   M O T E L 
 

 Luxury Apartments 
Spa ensuite 

Family Studios 
Panoramic Views 

 

LAUREL & MURRAY REED 

 

Phone 06 752 9725  
email: laurel.murray@xtra.co.nz 

 

Coast Road, North Taranaki  P.O.Box 38, Mokau 

 

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 
 

For Rental 
Mokau Beach Bach:- Sleeps eight; five minutes 

walk to the sea and the river. Off street parking with 
parking for the boat. Porta Cot and Highchair available 

 

Contact GRAEME OR CHERYL 06 7539922 

 

MOKAU HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 
 

Tasman Sunset Studios. Room with a View 
Set in peaceful surroundings. 

BBQ and Spa available. 
 
 

 PO BOX 58 MOKAU 
PHONE/FAX: (06) 752 9115 

EMAIL: tasmansunset@hotmail.com 

steve.marilyn.mcfall@gmail.co.nz 

MAIN ROAD AWAKINO  

06 752 9885 
  HOURS:   6.30AM   TO  9PM  MON-SAT 

                   8. 00AM TO  9PM  SUNDAY 

We have a large grocery range available for sale as well as 

fishing gear, car accessories, hardware and much 

more.  Automotive and motorcycle servicing and 

repairs.  Competitive tyre prices.  Exchange gas bottles and hire 

equipment available 
 

 

GEORGE & MARIE HONNOR 

We have builders mix and cement for those odd concreting  

jobs around the home and lime to sweeten the garden  

@ $10.00 a 20 kg bag. 

George & Marie Honnor 

At the old Mokau Dairy Factory 
PH: (06) 752 9806 

P & J MANSON CONSTRUCTION 

 

FOR ALL YOUR GENERAL CONSTRUCTION AND 

BUILDING NEEDS IN THE TAINUI AREA 

EXTENSIONS, ALTERATIONS, DECKS, FENCES, 

   RETAINING WALLS REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE 

Licensed Building Practitioner 

           No job too big or too small 
        PETER & JENNY MANSON  PH 06 752 9045 





WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE MUSEUM? 

As promised – here is the name chosen by the committee for the new brown kiwi in its case at the 

museum: 

And the winner is….Barbara O’Neill from Tongaporutu with the name  

                                 “MOKI” 

‘Moki’ is the Maori word for the fragrant fern traditionally used for scenting oils. Perhaps our 

brown kiwi was fond of eating those fragrant fern shoots (moki) as part of his diet.  Come in and 

see ‘Moki’ and his friend the Banded Rail and see what you think.  A big thank you to all 83 

people who entered the competition to name the kiwi.  We hope you like the name ‘MOKI’. 

 

Now for a shout out to the entire Tainui community – the museum is in dire need of a small garden 

shed.  Does anyone have a small unused garden shed out the back?  The problem is, our storeroom 

also houses tins of paint, garden implements, tools and maintenance gear.  These should not be 

next to precious artefacts.  Our Collections Manager Amanda would dearly love to have a dry 

space out the back dedicated to all of the maintenance gear, thus freeing up shelf space for more 

professional storage methods. 

 

If you have a small implement shed or you know someone who does, please call the museum on 

7529 072 or our chairman Belinda Whittaker on 7529 036.  Many thanks. 

 

The book box out on the front porch is proving to be a hit.  The principle of ‘TAKE ONE, LEAVE 

ONE’ seems to be working.  We have even had the donation of an old fridge/freezer which will be 

100% waterproof.  Its three sections will soon be labelled BOOKS - ‘Non-fiction’, ‘Fiction’ and 

‘Children’s’. Bring some books along and exchange as many as you like. 

 

The end of August saw a changeover in the Art Gallery.  Dennis Walton and Peter Holbrook’s 

paintings have left the gallery and in their place we have installed 20 outstanding photographs by 

well-known New Plymouth photographer Pat Greenfield.  You may have seen Pat on a recent 

episode of ‘Coast’ on TV1 featuring the erosion of the Tongaporutu coastline.  

 

It was in the 1960s at the age of 16 that Pat Greenfield first discovered photography.  Having tried 

her hand at water colours and drawing, Pat bought her first camera, a Pentax Spotmatic and soon 

found photography a quick means of gratification. 

 

It was however the erosion on the Tongaporutu coastline that captured Pat’s interest more than 

anything else.  In 2001, Pat sat with her tripod on Pilot Rd point, photographing the Three Sisters 

rocks.  To her dismay, the tripod proved faulty and Pat was forced to abandon her mission.  She 

made a date to return to Pilot Rd in two weeks to complete her shoot. 

 

Pat did return a fortnight later, only to find that the coastline had completely changed.  The two big 

table-sized boulders beneath the Three Sisters where Pat had previously sat and eaten her lunch, 

had vanished.  Pat realised that these boulders and others like them were continually falling from 

the cliffs.  She made the decision to turn her passion into a 20-year project capturing the entire 

Tongaporutu coastline – a project with only four years remaining.  We are so fortunate to be able 

to show this remarkable pictorial narrative at Mokau Museum and Gallery.  Pop in and see this 

outstanding exhibition. 

 

Jan Brown, secretary  

Mokau Museum and Gallery,  

open seven days, 10am – 4pm 



headed to Waitara. 

Her new owners were most impressed with her estimating that in present day 1920 values it would have cost at least £2,500 to 

build a similar vessel. 

In earlyJuly she had a slight mishap with her propeller while in the Tongaporutu River, throwing her schedule out for a few 

day.  Between them the Mahoe and the Turanga gave good service to the small northern ports occasionally overlapping their 

sailings.  One day in mid October when the Mahoe left Awakino the Turanga entered, landed a full cargo and then proceeded 

up-river to the cheese factory where she took aboard 30 crates of cheese.  On another occasion both vessels were moored at the 

wharf together. 

About the middle of March 1921 Capt. Sang was replaced by Capt. F. Stearne.  Other members of the crew were an AB named 

C.H. Smith (a returned serviceman), an engineer named Dave Scott, and a boy named Goddard. 

At 11 p.m. on 28th April, the Turanga left Waitara with a full cargo (of 23 tons) of general merchandise for Mokau.  Conditions 

were good and the vessel arrived just off the River mouth at about 3 a.m.  Just as they were approaching the bar a huge wave 

caught the vessel, capsized it and drove it ashore where it was dashed to pieces against the rocks.  A succession of lighter 

waves followed quickly and aided the destruction. 

The AB Smith got ashore then returned to help the engineer and the boy ashore.  A search for Capt. Stearns proved fruitless.  

The boy Goddard had seen the captain clinging to the rudder; he called out to the boy but owing to the noisy sea could not be 

heard.  He then lost sight of the captain. 

The Mokau residents were quick to give assistance to the ship-wrecked men; food and clothing were provided and everything 

done for their comfort.  Search parties were organised and relays took periods of 4 hours at different points along the beach, 

but it was not until 9th May that the body of the missing captain was found washed ashore 5 miles north of the wreck by Mr 

George Dixon in the breakers off Pioi Station.  An inquest was held on 11th May, the verdict being “death by drowning” and he 

was buried that afternoon in the Mokau cemetery. 

Captain Stearne was a A1 seaman and careful navigator, he had worked on the dredge Thomas King, recently moved from 

Lyttleton to Waitara, and left a widow and child.  As soon as news of the wreck reached New Plymouth Mr Stainton left for 

Mokau and while there was told by the ferryman that he had noticed evidence of an unusual occurrence that morning as the 

tide at the ferry had been 6 feet higher than he had ever known before. 

The Turanga was a very sound and seaworthy vessel.  She was valued at £3,000 but was insured for only £400 while the cargo 

was valued at £1,000 but was only partially covered by insurance.  The total loss was therefore a heavy one.  Wreckage and 

cargo were scattered along the beach between Mokau and Awakino. 

A Nautical Enquiry was held on 22nd June at New Plymouth.  At the conclusion of evidence it was found that 

The loss was not due to any negligence of the master, or any error of navigation, improper loading or equipment 

The disaster was due solely to the peculiar succession of seas 

The conduct of the engineer was not a contributing factor to the wreck. 

As no order was made as to costs the Marine Department paid the witnesses’ expenses. 

 

Source: M. deJardine’s Shipwrecks On and Off the Coast 

 

MOKAU RIVER TOURS DVD - $5 

15 minute snapshot of the Mokau River 

Ian Whittaker gives a commentary of the River past 

and present 

  

Phone: 06 752 9036 or 0800 66 52 82 

 MOKAU RIVER TOURS 

SAILING SEPTEMBER 2017 

PHONE 067529036 

TAINUI PLAYGROUP 
Plenty of interacting through creative, outdoor and 

structured activities for your children. 

Lots of fun and great for the development and social skills 

of your child. 

Bring morning tea for your child. 

Everyone welcome. 

Where: Tainui Street, Mokau 

When: Wednesday, 9am till noon 

 

Cost: $3 session, $20 term. $30 family. Under  1 free 

Liz Ansell 7529 795      Christy Lowry 7529 132 

Winter is here! 

Contact Mokau River Tours Ltd on 

0800 66 52 82 
 

for our winter sailing times and 

bookings. 

TAINUI HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

LOCAL SHIPWRECKS – 1921 THE AUXILIARY LAUNCH 

TURANGA 

 

The Turanga was built by Bailey & Lowe at Auckland in 1910 for 

Bertram Bros. And traded between Auckland and Coromandel for 

10 years.  She was 55 ft long, 13ft beam, and had a draught of 4 ft 

6 in when fully loaded.  She was 28 tons gross, had a carrying 

capacity of 30 tons and was fitted with a 3 cylinder 25 h.p. 

Standard engine with a speed of 7 to 8 knots. 

Her first mishap came when she was 3 years old while new 

reversing gear was being fitted at Auckland when a workman 

dropped a lighted candle into the bilge, setting alight some oil 

which caused £100 worth of damage.  A minor collision with the 

Auckland ferryboat Goshawk on 26th May 1920 while both 

vessels were mooring resulted in little damage. 

In early June, 1920 she was purchased by the Awakino-Mokau 

Shipping Co. (Mr P.E. Stainton of New Plymouth, Managing 

Director) to trade between New Plymouth and Kawhia calling at 

Waitara, Tongaporutu, Mokau, Awakino and Marakopa ports.  

She left Auckland about June 1 under Capt. G. Sang with a cargo 

of 300 cases of benzine, but ran into rough weather and sheltered 

in Tutukaka Harbour, north of Whangarei until the worst was 

over.   She rounded North Cape on 7th and arrived at New  

Plymouth on 10th remaining at Breakwater until 15th, then 



 

 

 

 

 
 

YOUR LOCAL MAF APPROVED  

HOME KILL SERVICE 

BEEF SLAUGHTER:              Steak cuts. Mince-. Roasts 

           Corned meat. Sausages. 

PIG SLAUGHTER:          Processed ham Pickled pork.  

             Bacon. Ham on bone. Meat cuts. 

MUTTON SLAUGHTER:       Free flow frozen Chops 

            Roasts. Stews.   

VENISON, BEEF, PORK        Sausages—Saveloys—Luncheon 

OR MUTTON:                          or Mince patties 

We can supply half sides of beef,  

Whole hogget or pork at ex works prices 

Graham & Gloria Putt Ph: (06) 752 9844 

 

TREVOR WALSHAW 
 

BUILDING REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE 

FOR SMALL BUILDING REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE 

 

REPLACE BROKEN WINDOWS & GLASS 

DOOR LOCKS, RANCHSLIDER WHEELS & LOCKS 

WILL TRY FIXING MOST THINGS. 

PH/FAX (06)7529813 

 

 

 

 

 

Heidi's Mobile Hairdressing 

LOOK @ ME 

LOOK @ ME 
LOOK @ ME 

Appointments to suit you 

Stockist of professional Hair Products 
:Macadamia Range 

:Affinage…:Tigi….Bed Head…. 
For all your styling needs 

Fully mobile unit inc back basin CUTS 

COLORS 
CURLS 

06-7529-780 

LeReve Aromatherapy and Fragrance 

 
Introducing 100% pure essential oils 
Ready To Enjoy range of Roll Ons, Body and Bath Oils for 
all the family..inc pets 

100% Natural Soy Wellness and Fragrant Candles 
Exquisite Parfum, Body Lotions, Body Mists 
Mens Fragrance and After Shave Balms 
 
These beautiful high quality products are the perfect gift 
 
Contact Heidi for your private consultation 

Or book a fun Rendezvous to receive bonus gifts and 
discounts 
Do your Xmas shopping from the comfort of your own 
home invite friends, family, workmates and neighbours 
 
Phone Heidi… 067529780 

            Txt… 0276791931 

        Email... h.presto13@gmail.com and Facebook 

URENUI WOOLS 

Wanted 

Wool, Dags, Oddments, Shed cleanouts. 

In shed payments 

 

BARRY DUNCAN 

0272759969 A/H 067523737 

  AWAKINO RIVER ACCOMODATION 
Located on the picturesque Fraser Smith Road 

 

Lesley & Mike 06 752 9788 

 

Backpackers $25 pp per night 

Dressage Cottage $130 per night 

Ponga House $200 per night 

 

Motor homes welcome 

 

Office 4764 State highway 3 

Opp Junction Service Station 

 

Email: lesleypaterson19@gmail.com 

 

 

TAINUI TRADING POST DISCLAIMER: 

 

All opinions and views expressed by advertisers and columnists are the views and opinions of the contributors 

and may not reflect the point of view of the Tainui Trading Post or the editor. 

Tainui Trading Post reserves the right to edit any and all submissions prior to publication. 

 

mailto:h.presto13@gmail.com

